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Contended for. 


OR, 


Some brief Grounds ſerving to prove 
that the Ten Commandments are yet in full force, and 
ſhall {o Fawn, till Heaven and Earth paſs away, 


TheSEvVENTH-Dar- SABBATH proved from 
_ the Begining, from the Law, from the Prophets, * ” 


Fd : 


fromCHRIST, from his Apoſiles, to be 4 1 3 
- duty yet incumbene pos" all men. TY 


By: a Lover of Peace with Trath, Edvard $ zennet, 5 pn 


 Thes Second Eaxtpon, C Correfted and amended, LN wy oo fk el 
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a is ia 5:05. OP 
A faithful Teſtimony againſt the Teachers = Circumc: F card. 
the Legal Ceremonies 5 F who are lately gone into Germany. 


They that farſake the Law, praiſe the wicked but ſuch as keep the 5 G 
contend with, them. Prov. 28. 4; OP "F Ra 


Let us hear the roncheh TT off the whole matter; Fear God, and keeps \ ahi Com HE SY Fo. 
mandments : for-this is the whole duty of man. Eccles, I2. os 'B = 

The Sabbath was'made for man, and not man for tht Sabbath: Tha 
the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath. Mark 2, LE : ne 


L They ſhall I not be aſhanied, when I have roſde's to all thy Con 
buy. "Pal, Ily. 6 as 
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To all that truly fear the LORD, and 
tremble at his Word, 


FT was not intheleaſt my purpoſe to expoſe the 
== enſuing Diſcourſe to publick view, but to com- 
Ws] muntcate it only to ſome prevate Chriſtian Friends, 

WS as a reaſon of the hope that is in me, in relation 

YZ to the Law of the Lord, I being in a good meas» . 
Om” "ſure ſenſible of my own weakneſs and unfitnefs 
for ſuch a work, but the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs theſe my 
weak endeavours with the ſucceſs of Conviction to fome, and  _.\ 
refreſhment to others of his dear Servants, who were my en - *J 
couragers ( after folemn waiting upon our Heavenly Father) *'3 
unto this, which I can truly ſay, 1 was dead unto; although 
I was and am perſwaded that the Gates of Hell ſhall not pre- 
vall againſt the Truth therein contained, but my weakneſsin © 
the management of it was the great obſtrution. But I:am.- '-* -: 
willing to preſs after alikeneſs to Jefus Chriſt, who made hims-/"- © -** 


ſelf of no reputation, and to learn of him who was meek and + I 
lowly in heart. ps TE 


 Tamnot ſo conceited to preſent this Treatiſe as a thing thi, 
rare or new either to the Saints or World, for if theywiltÞk ' * 
look about them, they may ſee this Truth in a better dreſs and +. : *# 
Iaftre;but it way be the tender Lambs and ſucking Babes of Je= 3 
ſus Chriſt may better underſtand my ſtammering tongue, then :” Wy, _ 


ſe Papers about the Law in general, and thi 
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* The Epiſtle. 
ticular, it being five or fix months ſince: they were written 3 
yet notwithſtanding I am' now encouraged by the Lord, I 
'truſt, and by his People, (to ſpeak this on the Houſe top, 
which was ſpoken to me in. ſecret) becauſe ſo many of the 

Lords People are fo deluded, that they have rejected the Law of 
"God, and live ina weekly prophanation of his Holy Sabbath, 

| thinking that Chriſt aboliſkt the whole Law at his Death ; 

_ though Chriſt utterly denies-it, -and would-haye none to har- 
bour ſuch a thought, Met. 5.17, Although many of the men 
of this opinion may be good, yet it makes their error not 
one jot the better, For this flows from their (arnality, and not 
their Spirituality ; for the Carnal mind is not ſubjeft to the Law 
off God, neuther indeed can be, Rom, 8,7. 
Jprings up out of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs looks down 
from Heaven, and the ancient honourable Inftitution of Je- 
bovah now begins to ſhine with {:ch clearneſs, that it cannot 
be razed out of the Tables, and therefore all is caſt away to- 

gether; which is ſuch an invention as would not have been 
chought on by many, I am certain, if Sabbath Light had been 
concealed. i rb hae 
_ Thetwo ancient Inſtitutions of the Loxd in Paradice,. were 
Marriage and the Sabbath, both which are called and eſteemed 
Honourable, Heb. 13.4. Marriage # honourable in all ; And 
in //a. 58.13. the Sabbath is called, The Holy of the Lord, Ho- 
 wozrable 5 And Chriſt leads us to the beginning of them both, 
when the Queſtion was, Whether men might put away their 
Wives for every fault 2 the Anſwer is, That Moſes ad but ſuffer 
It to be ſo, becauſe of the hardneſs of ther hearts, but from the 

.- beginning ig was not fo, Mat, 19.34,35»36,37, And when the 

Phariſees were ſo ignorant, that they thought Works of Mer- 

£y were not to be. done upon the Sabbath day 3. Chriſt leads 

[them to the firſt Inſticution of it, and tells them, - Jt was made 
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2 way Mark 2. 24, 27. 


kufficient proof for their 
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Bur becaule Truth 


Efe.-.f | Both theſe Inſtitutions were made . 
> ' ferthe goodandbenefit ef Man in his Paradiſe Eſtate, which _ 
duration, Pax faith, That the © 
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Man was, not created for. the. k/oman,; but. the. T/oman for tl# 


Man, 1 (or. 11,19, And our Bleſſed Lord-of rhe Sabbath 


faith, That the Sabbath was made for Man,: and not_Man- for 


the Sabbath. TB I DLO NCT NT En In TORS pe EO MES ONS Wh, IS 
Then Chriſtians be:joble-ſpirited, and ſearch the;Scriptures 
with all readineſs of mind , -and. with hearts longjng. after 
Truth ; get as remote.from Earth and earthly. things as you 
can, and into the ſecret Chamber of your Beloved:z and when 
you are the moſt tranſported from Earthto. Heayen, in near 
and cloſe communion: with him; thefts try: and judge by his 
W..rd and Spirit, yeighing Scripture-with' Scripture in an e- 
qual Ballance ; and be as cautious in taking up 'QbjeQRions 
2painſt this Truth, as you are of being in the pradiſe of it: 
"Lis ſad to ſee, and that. which wounds my Spirit much, that 


Perſons proteſling Godlinefsſtrould be: ſo inconſiderate, as tg - 


catch at aty thing rhat comes next to hand, . te. ſtrike ar that 
which a differing Saint afhirms is Truth, without confidering 
the weight of what is offered, or whicher their own Objections 


lead them. I have ſeen more Gall andWormwood atthe bots - 


rom of thoſe ObjeCtions,that have been made againſt the Sabs 
bath, than ever I ſaw in any Objections againſt any-other coms 
mand, and even ſome Chriſtians are ſo weak,thatall paſles for 
currant that. flows froni a man that's.-good andable - But where 
are thoſe Virgia-ſpirits that are redeemed from the Earth, and 


from among men, that lay Perſons, Intereſts and Cuſtoms by, 
whileſt they judge between Truth and Error ?. Whereyer they 
are, they are men that will follow the Lamb,. when others are _ 


le& behind. They will not be aftighted at the-Seventh-day- 


Sabbath, becauſe nicknamed, and called the.Jews Sabbath; 
no more then they are at'the God of the-Jews : "They will-not —_ + 
refuſe to Keep the Sabbath becauſe a man was ſtoned,any mora, *- . 
| then they will refuſe fehovah to be their God, becauſethoakte » 4 
_ - thatworſhip ſtrange gods wereto be put to death: And if they... 
_ be told they go back to the, Law, they can Anſwer, Bleſfed 
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; | are they that do his Commanaments, that they may have right to the 

; Wot Tree of *Life, and may enter in through the Gate into the (. Uy, 

: whea the breakers of the' Law are leſt without,Rev, 22.14, 15, 
Do you therefore that fear the Lord,8 think upon his Name, 
lie down at his Feet, and cry.earneftly for his Spirit to lead you 

- Intoall Truth, that you may not kick againſt the pricks in this 
chaſtifing day, wherein the Lord is teaching his People out of 
his Law, and fitting them for the Kingdom of Glory, which is 

atthe Door, ' Now the Lord is diſcovering everypart and 
piece of Babylon, that the Saints may know the better how to 
reward her. but becauſe the Saints begin to. own the Lord as 

King and Law-giver, the Dragon is wrath, and knows that 

this will deſtroy his Kingdom, and fo would eadeavour to per- 

ſwade- perſoiis that the Law of God-is aboliſhed, well know- 
ing; that-if he could perſwyade then to believe of this, they will - 


vcdnot complaty ;- you-may tread upon Scorpions, if... _. 
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cor Gooes be Iron and Braſs 3 your feet willbe like Hinds' 

jeer, if they be Uipt in Oyl, vvhich vvill cauſe you rorun vvith- 
ou rrewck, andralk yitourſaining, "lg 
= ' So bs prayer, who is only, through Grace, a Servant of © 4 | 
| Criſt, though mmvorthy to be ſocalled., 
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wo £ o.the READER » by a Friend to L 
Ae AUTHOR 


READER, _ nov 
EE H E conſideration of the Power of Truth, t0 com- . . © 
| [I mend tts ſelf 70 every ans Conſcience, might lay 

| ne and others under filtnics. at this time, knowing 


\3 \ . ( | 
A} 


DF that the God of Truth u#r, aged by Oath and Pra: —_— 
al 1.0 | _ 


p_— 


EDS +19 make it manifeſt in theſe laſt dayery That © 

| he vvho bleſſeth hinffeliin the Earth,. might 7ſa:65.i& 5 

bleſs himſelt:in.the God of Truth,, Tet becau/e I was earneſt 2 
ly deſired by my dear Friend, the Author of this Books to ſignifie to 
the Reader the occaſion of tts re-printing, 1 mas the more willing to 
anſrer hu requeſt 3 The which 1 do aſſure thee, u not that the Au- 
thor, or others of hu perſwaſion herein concerned, affeAts to mils. 

tiply Books of his or their Optnion in the trath of the Lords Sab= + 
bath ; but U being upon the hearts of ſome, that yet deſiretolove, * - 1 

_ aelight in, and cleave tothe Law of God, and Teſtimony of Jeſus,  _ = 
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to be: giving their witneſs againſt thoſe, that with the truthi.the- © 4 
1 X . 0 pe | 6 or. ig, . | © + 

. Sabbath, wouldintroduce other things, (viz.) Circumcifietif and 
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F: - Ts To the Reader. 
3B legal Ceremonies of the Lay, that 1 judge the believing Gentiles 
| are not.vound tq, nar never hadany fuch Yoak laid upon then by 
Paul the Apoſt þ of the: Gentiles ,'or; any other of the Apoſtles of 
Li ' _ GheLamb, And with this occaſion, of putting to publtck view our 
F - Teſtimony herq:mto annexed, for the clearing our ſelves of ſuch 
© aſperſions as poſſibly might (by means of. them) be caſt upon us, or 
þ-. the Truth we yrofeſs,. (and made by others a ſtumbling-block to the | 
® Sabbath) Finding this Book wholly out of Print, conſidering alſo 
how ſuccesful- and -advatitagions the Lord hath made it to many in 
ſeveral parts of the Nation, was therefore mncouraged to re-print 
# again, not knowing but former providences might ſpeak forth 
that yet there might be a bleſſing in it 3 to thoſe (:n this luke-warm 
day) that are deſxous of following the Lord, ahd further.inquring 
af te}the Goidold Way, thatc ſo the foundations of many Genera- 
tote nay be raiſed up, and the Lords pretionts People, that are + 
. * Jer.31+ 4s yet left of the Sword, * might fo fully depart from every 
p * — thing Babyloniſh, that there may not be taken a ſtone of her for a 
+ ch.s1. Foundation, or for a Corner ſtone, F knowing that all thoſe ſhak- 
6. ings thatare & have been in the Heavens, are but to ſhake out that 
' *Heb.n2, whith yet we retain, that 1s made with hands, * the which may be 


"% 


L-. 27. thoroughly actomplifhed by the Faithful God, that never fails a 
F  . praying, andtruth-keeping People, to the Glory of his own Name, 


"Ss and binding up the breaches, among his People, that they may-all 
kk © ſervebimwith oneponſent,'., eee 
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Is the Prayer of him, that accounteth himfelt, 
- a poor and unprofitable Oo} Ommmm—AY 


'of Jeſus Chriſt, RK; P T 
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Some brief Grounds, ſer ving to prove that the ten Command- L 
ments are yet in full force, and ſhall fo remain till Hea- 
ven and Earth paſs away, : S 
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2 - alt the feed > 2nd chaltiſements mult be the portion of the ſeed, if they: w_ 
_ | break che/Eiwoof Gods though his Covenant ſtand faft : BOW. as this:Co £ 
venamtTeaches ati theſeed, fo doth the.. Law, andthe pumſhmentfqb.. _ 
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* A = # Royal Law contended for, 


that 2ccount, they having made a Goiden Calf, and ſo had broke the 
Commandeinent - Moſes was then commanded to hew two Tables like 
anto the firſt, and God wrote the ſame words again upon them, Der. 
IO, I, 2, 3,4. andthey only of all the Laws were put into the Ark ; 
ard when the Arkis ſet in its proper place between the Cherubims, 


there is nothing in ic but the-two Tables, 1 Kizgs 8. 9, Now the Ark 


Was a Type of Chriſt, and the putting the Law into it did fignifie the put- 
ting of it into the heart of Chriſt, Pſalm go, 6, 7, 8. Thy Law & in my 
heart : and from thence they are tranſcribed into the hearts of the ſeed 
of Chrift, accordivg to the new Covenant, Fer, 31. 33. Where God pro- 
mifes to put his Law in their inward parts, and write it intheir hearts, 


. Now what Law is this that muſi be put 1n the heart, w..2n the Laiy of ſa- 
crifice is aboliſhed > Heb,10, 6, 7, 8, 9, compared with that foremen- 
tioned in the Pſalms. That this is the Lavv that is here ſpoken of,is ma- 


nifeſt,if ve conſider fiRt how proper and ſuitable it is for the heart of a 
Believer, Paxl calls 1t che Law of his 91nd, Rom. 7.23, and in 22, he 
profeſleth_ he delights:in the Law-: of God after the inward man ; and 
God faith,be wilkpur the Law in his heart, and write it there ; both which 
phraſes hold it forth to be the ſame Law that was wrote by God, and 
put into the Ark : mans heart is the Tables, and. God himſelf is the 
Writer; the matter ivittten 1s the Law.: and hear what Wiſdom ſaith ro 


this, Prov. '7. 1,2, 3. My ſou keep my words, and-lay up my Command. 
mms within thee, keep my Commandments and live, and my Law 4s the ay- 


le of thy eps, biud them uponthy fingers, write them upon the table of thine 
beart. Now what Laws are theſe bur the Table-Laws,which were then 
in bcing, and Wiſdoms ſon is to have them.wiit upon the fleſhly Ta... 
heat honed tonne ITT 

. 4. When God:promiſeth toexalt hisfirſt-born higher then the Kings 


* <f the Earth, and tliat his Covenant (ſhould Rand fatt with him,. Pſal. 
. :$9.. 28; 29. and.that bus ſeed (honld endhry for ever, and his Throne a4 the 
' dujes of Heaven + yer be faith, If bis Children forſakg my Law, and.walk, 


not in my Judgments ; if they break wy; Statutes, and keep not my Command- 


ments,verſ 30,31. henwill Fuafurtheir tranſgrefſion with a rod, and their. <: 
EY mn1gnity with ffripes, verl. 32. Nevertheleſs my loving kindniſs will not = 
W.,' aterlytake avay, nor ſuffer my faithfulneſs to fail, Matkit, this Cove- 


nant was with Chrifty (though with David.in the Type) in- the behalf of 


s brddok of it; > appnbee how ivit that reaches all the ſeed, 
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The Royal Law contended for, & 
\ 5, Theſe Commandments are<minengly diſtinguiſhed and marked 
out from all the Ceremonial Laws, both co ſhew their eminency and kl 
perpetuity ; they are ſaid to be the work of God, Exed,. 32. x6, and 4 3 
the Pſalmiſt ſaith, The works of his hands are verity and judgement ; and "3 
theſc Works are called, all his Commandments, Pſalm, III, 7; and they | i 
are Ten, Dent. 4. 13. And therefore I conceive WiſdomFfon is to Ex0d.34. y 
bind them upon his fingers, to (hew the number of them, there being we E 
for each finger one, and that doth hands might be aQtive in them. And 
Zachary and Elizabeth are ſaid to walkin all the Commandments and Or- 
dinances of the Lord, Luke 1. 6. They are diſtinguiſhed from the Cere- 
monial Oidinances,and called, all the Commandments, to ſet torth their b, 
number, as before is ſzid, and their eminency; and therefore they are ..: » 4 
ſo frequently called in the Scripiure, The Commandments of God, - 
diftin& from the other Laws, which were ſhadowy in the time of the - g 
Laiv of ſhadow [Ag theſe places of Scripture, befides many others, do 
ſhew, viz, Dent. 5.31. and 6. 1. and 7. 11, Dewt, 8.11, andir, 1, 
and 30, 16, I Kin.2, 3. and. 8.58, 2Chro,19.10, Neh.x, 7. and 10; 
29, &c, ] and diftin& from the teſtimony of Jeſus in clear Goſpet- 
times, Rev.12. 17. Where,note, the Dragons war ts with the remnant of 
the Womans ſeed, which keep the Commandments of God, and the Teſtumony 
of Feſus ; and again here are they that keep the Commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jeſus, Rev, 14,12. Andwhen the man would know 
what he ſhould da to be ſaved, Chriſt told him-that he kneiv the Come ! E: 
mandments. A cloud of witneſſes would come in if need were for the $ 
confirmation of them. But further,obſerve what the Scripture ſaith to 5M 
their duration ; the Pſalmiſt ſaith, Al his ('ommandments are ſure, they 
ſtand faſt for ever aud ever, and are done in truth and uprightneſs,. Pſalm 
III, 7,8, Note it, all his Commandments,which are the works of his © -. © 
hands; as aforeſaid, theſe all tand faſt for ever and ever ; that is, not ._ / +; 
only in the time of the mitiiſtration of the letter, which was in a ſenſe "© *Þ 
for ever, but for ever and ever, that is, under both miniſtrations,' that 4 
of the letter, and that of the ſpirit, in Old-Teſtament-times and ivgte © © 
New; and ſearch and ſee if you can find any word that doth ſpeaKk8F. . ©: ay - 
any thing that is ſaid to abide, or ſtand faſt for ever ancever, - which -i\+ 5. A 
comes ſhort of the time aforeſaid. And:when God hides his face from . * 2:4 
the houſe of Jacob, then is the time that the Teſtimony is bound up;and” ©. 66? 
the Law is ſealed among the Diſciples, 1ſa.8. 16,17, Clearly relagins © XI 
..tothe time that the Jews rejeRed the Goſpel, and the Diſciples are 


*4. 0 


" ” 
* * 3% 
. ; > 
"Bs x TY © p 
4 
, 4 pas 
% . 
»—% 
_ " «Po 
'S. = 


b, 


& 
k 
A 
| 


_— 


© Col.2-14 


SSR | YR 

\ h OE ; 7 

; wes Lu. aa 30, 
SS Fan $154 wok 


k "” 5 Mas» 

4 kad "Oe £5 het ww "I. > © 6's 

(PARSE CREEST I On 3 B32 

- is % i EEE Py 
. y 


+ 7 The Royal Law contended for, 


What our Lord ſaith in Matth.5.17, 18. Think not that I came to de- 


firoy the Law or the Prophets, 1 came not to deſtroy but to fulfil, But the 
queſtion will be, what Law this is > To me it appeais to be the Lav of 


the Ten Commandments ; for theſe reaſons: _ 
1, Firtt, becauſe this comes in as the motvezto provoke hig diſci ples. 
to let theMlight ſhine in the world, that m:n mght. ſee thur prod works, and 
lorifie therr Father which # in Heaven, veri. 16, Theretore ic muſt be 
tuch a Lavy as the doing of it holds forth good works to publique view. 
2, It is ſuch a Law as Chrilt profeſſes he came not to deſtroy; but the. 
Ceremomali Law he deſtroyed in this veiy ſenſe, ſo the zoe are to bs in 
the practiſe .of it; he blotted ont the haud-writing of Ordinances that was a- 
yainſt us, ard contrary to us,and tock 1t ont of the yay, nailing it to his croſs, 
= 43. Deſtroying of the Law is here put in dire& oppohtion to fulfil= 
Jing of it ; to defitoy is to take out of the way,or to blot our, as before: 


| but to fulfil the-Law,is to do that which is containedin the Eaw;there- 


fore ſaith Chriſt to Foh» (when he wept to be baptiſed ) Ir becometh us 
to fulfil allrighteouſneſs, ( that is, toperformit) CMatth.z, 15,and the 
Apolile ſaich, 'T hat leve # the fulfilling of the Law ; What Law ? why. 
this,Thouſhalt not commit adultery,Thou ſhalt not kill, Thoa ſhalt not ſteal, 
and the 1:ke, Rom, 13, 8,9, Love worketh no evil to bu neighboar ;there- 
fore love ts. the fulfilling of the Law, veil, 10, SothattoFfulhil the Laiy of 
the Ten Commandments, is not to blat them out, or make them void, 
that vere to deſtroy them ; which Chriſt cam? not to do, but on the 
<ontrary to do the things contained in them, Which. he-did exaCtly in 
his life, and ſo was offered up a Lamb without ſpot, | 
-.*4.: This 1s ſuch a Law as muſt Rand in force every jot and tittle of 1t 
till Heaver and Earth paſs away, eMatth. 5.19. but Heaven and 
-Earth-are rot yet paſſed away,. therefore this Lay ſtands frm : but 


' becauſe it is ſaid in the Text;: Till all be fulfilled, hence ſome affirm, 


that all was fulfilled at the death of Chriſt, aid this fulfilling of it holds 


2 contaipedinthe Law, and in this ſenſg-every true Believer doth falttl - 
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The Royal Law contended for, 7: 
the Law, though bis compleatneſs be in Chriſt z for love is the fulfil- 
- ling of the Lav, Roms, 13. 10. ſothat the commanding power of the 

Law is ſuch a juſt meaſure, that every one that loves, *aQs his part 

rowards the fulfilling of it, | Pr eres 7 
 _ Laſtly, itfurther appears to bz the Ten Commandments, by the oſe 
Chriſt makes of what he had before aſſerted ; Whoſoever therefore ſhall 
break, one of the leaſt of theſe Commandments, and ſhall teach men ſo, ſhall 
be called leaft inthe Kingdom of Heaven,v.1g, that is,foraſmuch as this 
Law muſt ftand till Heaven and Earth paſs away, and 1 came not to de- 
troy it ; therefore beware of breaking of it, for whoſoever you are that 
break. any part of it,& ſhall teach men {5, you ſhall be called the leaſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven ; but whoſoever ſhall do and teach them, the ſame (hall 
be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven, To prevent further miſtakes, 
he repeateth the Law in many particulars, and gives the ſence, ſhew- 
ing hovy far their righteouſneſs ſhould exceed the righteouſneſs of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, verſ, 20, By all which it plainly appears, that 
this Law which Chriſt came not to- deſtroy, is. the Law of the Ten 
Commandments, or the Las that were comprehended in them. * _ 
6, The Apofile confirmeth and eſtabliſheth this Law after the death 
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'6 The Royal Lam contended for, 
ment cant, fin revived, and he dyed, vei\. 9. that is, not without the let« 
ter of it, for that he had, and did in a great meaſure conform to it, but 


without powerful convictions for fin by the Law : and in this ſence 


when the Commandment came, fin revived, and he dies that before 
was alive in his own apprehenſion. For without the Law fin was dead, 
verſ. 8, and by the Law ts the knowledge of ſin ; and fin taking occaſion 


by the Commandment, deceived him, and itſl:w him. Wherefore the 


Law t# holy, the Commandment ts holy, jut and good, verſ. 11, 12, not 
that the holy and juſt Law was made death unto him, God forbid ; but 


firi,that it might appear fin,by this good Law wrought death in him,that 


by the Commandment fin might appearexceeding ſinful,verſ. x3. And 
if ſo, then this Law did not die with the body of Chriſt ; though we 


are dead to the Law by the body of Chiiſt,that we ſhould ſerve in new- 


La 


- neſs of Spirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter ; and that we ſhould 


be married to another, even him who is raiſed from the dead ; we being 
dead to that ſpirit of bondage, in which we were held, that we ſet our 
obedience to the Lav, no longer in the room of Chriſt as our Head ang 
Husband ; Chriſt by his blood, having purchaſed us from that power 
that the Law had over us by reaſon of fin, So that our ſervice is not to 
ſatisfie the Lav, as a woman ſerves to pleaſe her Husband, that we are 
dead to: but we are not dead to ſerve in newneſs of Spitit, in obedi- 
ence to Chriſt as our Husband, verſ.4,5,6. In this ſence the Apo- 
le delights in the Law of God, after the inward man, verſ.22, Though 
another Law in his members ſtood in great oppoſition to it, ver. 23, 
Mind this chap. well, and it will appear ſo plain, that he that runs may 
read,that the Apoſtle intends no ſuch thing as to take us from our obe- 


 dience to the Law, nor yet the abrogating of the Law, But on the 


contrary, | | 

8. The ſame Apoſtle urges the Law in the very letter of it unto the 
Epheþans, Chap. 6, 1,2, 3. Children, ſaith he, obey your Parents, for 
this s right ; Honour thy father and thy mother, which #5 the firſt Com- 
mandment with promiſe. He proves his exhortatton to be righr from 


- the Commandmenr, and he takes notice of the order of the Ccn mind- 


ments ; ic i8 the firſt Commandment of that ſecond Table, and ic hath 
2 promiie annexed to it, he ſpeaketh in the preſent tenſe : he doth not 
ſay it was the firſt Commandment, but it is the firſt with promiſe, that 


thy dayes may be long on the earth ; he urges the promiſe to them for. 

their encourag:ment; and to prevent miſtakes, he ſhews the extent of . 
42 tr, that it Was not onely to the Jews, that they (ſhould live long in the CI: 
D land of Carew ; bur to the Gentiles alſo : therefore the interpretation _ 
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The Royal Law contended for. 

' 9, Fames gives full confirmation to what I am treating of, ohaſs 2 
9. He convinces them of fin by this Law, in having the Faith of Je- 
ſus Chriſt with reſpe& of perſons, as appears by verſ. 10, iz. For 
whoſoever ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one point, he # go? 
of all : he ſhews- what Law he means, ang how it is that he-that offends 
in one point.is guilty of all; becauſe, He that ſaith, do tot commit adulte- 

ry, ſaith-alſo,do not kill; now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kull,thos | 

art become atraa[greſſor of the Law. And John ſaith, Whoſoever commueth 
fin, trauſoreſſeth alſo the Law, for ſin us the tranſgreſſion of the Law, chap. 
3. 4. and in the next verſe he explains what Law he means ; and (aitb, 
It was ſuch tranſgreflion that Chriſt was manifeſt to take away : Nov 

if this Law of God was done away by the death of Chriſt, fin could not - 
be a tranſgreſſion of it ſo long after ; neither could any be convinced 
of fin by it, becauſe it was not : But the Apoſile ſaith, Whoſorver com- 
mts fin, tran{greſſeth the Law, which ſhews it was in force then, and 


J 


not only ſo, but that likewiſe it ſhould ſo remain, 


10, Let it be conſidered whether that this opinion that the Law 18 
done away, doth not claſh with Redemption it ſelf. The Apoſile ſtates 
all men under the Law, and by breaking of it they came under the 
Curſe, Gal, 3.10, And Chriſt was made under the Curſe. to redeem 
his People from under the Curſe of the Law, veiſ. 13. that the bleſſing, 
of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles through faith, verſ, 14. Now 
if we were not under the commanding power, we could not be under 
the Curſe, (for that follows difob:dience) and if ſo, then-Chiit wag 
not made a Curſe forus ; neither can the bleſſing of Abraham come 
upon the Gentiles upon that account, if the Jews were only under the 
Eaw, and under the Curſe-of it. Chriſt dying to redeem them fromp 
the Cuiſe; could not bring the bleſſing of Abraham upon the Gentiles. 
And again, the Apoſtle ſaith, That Chriſt was made under the Law, vv-. 
redeem them that were #ader the Law, that we might recerve the adoption. 3 
| of: Sons, Gal. 4.4, 5, Now if we were not under the Law, we could + 
| not be redeemed by Chriſts being under the Lam,not receive the adop< DE: 
| tion of Sons thereby ; bur it is manifeſt that every one is under the 

commanding power of the Law, and by nature under the Curſe ; >a 


/ 


b POE redeemed. from their obedience to the Law of God 
-,  TarethatCaithſo, but on the contrary, 
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__ The Royal Law contended for. 
Law, or to flight it, bat to magnihie it and make it honourable, verſ, 2( 
Before 1t was in Tables of Stone, but now in the fleſhly Tables of the 
heart ; ſervice was done from a ſpirit of bondage, but noiv from a ipiit 
_ of adogtion: and.in this ſenſe 1 conceive the Law is ſaid to be magnified 
and made honourable, and upon this account, that God is well-pleaſed 
for his righteoulneſs ſake, that 18, I conceive, for his Sons ſake, F 
\ 12, This opinion, that the whole Law is aboliſhed,doth pull up true | 
Magiltcacy by the roots ; the office of Rulers b:ing for the puniſhment | 
of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well, Bur if the Sta- 
tutes and Judgements be not in force, there ix no corporal puniſhment 
to be inflicted upon any, though Thieves, Murtherers, or the like ; and 


- ſothereis no room for the Magiſterial power at all, but men are left in ok 
-- - this reſpe& as the beaſts of the field,to ſhift one among another as well {40 


as they can. Butthe Apolile ſaith, The Law # made for the lawleſs 
and diſobediext, for ungodly and for ſinners, for unholy and prophane, for 
murderer, of Fathers,and murderers of Mothers, for Man-ſlayers, 1 Tim. 
1,9, 10, Now this 1s the Law of Penalties, that's manifeſt,in that ir -- 

is ſaid it Was not made for a Righteous man ; but the Ten Command-. 
ments were for the Righteous : for the: Pſalmiſt ſaith, O how I love thy 

, Law! it t my meditation all the day, Pſal.119.97, Make meto goin the 
path of thy Commandments, for therein do I delight, verl, 35. 


A 
; . And how (hall we have Governours as at the fult, and Counſellors as | 
_ "mw at the beginning, //a x. 26. if they have no Law to govern by ? Ifany » 
: ſay we (hall have Laws from Chiiit, and (hall not need thoſe Laws that oo | 


were for the Common-iwealth of 1fraz/: To that I anſwer, I know no | 
' Word of God that doth give us ground to believe for any other Laws or | 
Scripture, then what we have; and ſuppoſe that Goa ſhould revive his _ 
Work,and bring his Enemies under, and put opportunity into the hands 
of men,* fearing God and hating covetcuineis, to rule the Nation, and. 
make Laws according to Scripture ; What could they doif the Scripture : 
were not. their Statute-book, if they ſhould turn Lav-makers ? would. 
+ Dot. that be their fin, there being no Watrrant in the Scripture for 1t ? | 
-244>” 7 And would it not bring all into confulion again, and make another Ba- 
Eel? Forthe great queition which is to be reſolved 1n the latter dayes, L 
E, _- Will be, Whois our Statnte-maker > Which the Saints put out of:que»- 
p” - | Bion, 1ſa. 33. 22. The Lord ts our Fudge,the Lord 15 our Statute-miker,, 0 , | 
bY the Lord # our King, he will ſave w,-(and not King Omr with OT.” Aly 
og .- ures Mics 6-16.) And when the Saints come to own this fruticin:. | 
 ' gpogearneſt, their oppoktes tacklings will be looſed,. they ſalt nerther. 
=  flxengthen their Maſts, nor ſpread ther Sails, veri, 23. And Malachs, 
| © &/$.u8. What, L894 our King hath made, which the Saints ate toowny! 
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when the day of the Lord burns as an oven all the proud, and the Sin of 
Righteouſnes atiſzs uponall that fear him, when they ſhall tread down” 


the wicked with'ſo much eaſe; that they ſhall. be as afhes under the 


ſsals of their feet; fo that it" (hall be'counted the Lotds doings. And” 
in the day that the Lotd ſhall do this, Remeuber yt the Law of 'Moſes 


my. ſervant, which I commanded nnto him in Horeb for all Iſrael, with the 
Statutes and Judgments, Chap. 4. 3,4  __ Be, | 
I ſhall nov endeavour to anſwer ſome obfe&ions which are uſually 


broughr againft this rrurh,chough ſeyetal of them ate partlyanſweredin 


'@) 


the groupds aforetaentioned; I'ſhall therefore ſay the leſs, and begin- 


to ſpeak ſomething to that Scripture'in 2 Cor,3.0n.which the objeers' 


do chiefly build their pzrſwafibn,and indeed at the fitft glance thereon, 
without comparing of it with other Scriptures, it hath more colqur for' 


ſuch a purpoſe then all the Scriptures that ever [I heard brought : from 


Which Scriptifre this is oþje&ted, That the Ten Commandments were 


the miniſtrgtion of death and' the letter, and are done away.” ©: 


Auſw, That they were the miniſtration of death and of the letter is' 
oranted, for the Scripture ſaith ſo, bur'the Scriptnre doth not ſay they 


are done away : as ill appear, if we conſider the drift of the Apoftle, 
he endeavoreth to ſhew the diffexence between.the miniſtration of the 


Spirit and of the letter, verſ, 6. 'the bone beiny a bare reading of the.” 


Law,from which no life was communicated to thoſe that heard it,verſ. 
I4, IF, and in verſ. 9. the Apoſtle calls it the miniſtration of condemna- 
tion, that is, it lays open fin, and the curſe for fin, but it is the Goſpel 
miniſtration which holds forth juſtification'and ſtrength againk fin; 
not that the Ten Commandments inthemſelves were death to any, 
God forbid : as the Apoſile ſaith in.Rgm.7-13. But fas when it ts fraiſhed: 
bringeth forth death; and the Commandments preach death to the tranſ- 

9 of them, ſa that theyare called the miniſtration of death and 
condemnation, becauſe' man hath, broken them, and ſo is under the' 
curſe of them, which Chriſt hath delivered Believers from, 3.13. and 


the miniſtration of it is really cone 8rax; Thar is, as I {aid before, The * 


reading of the Law by a Typical Priefth6od, 'which'the Jews would 
have ſet up in the room and place of the miniſtration of the'Spiritz and. 
whereas they lived under the hearing of the bare letter” of the Laiv, 
which gave no Rreneth to perform, we live underthe hearing of the 
Goſpel, which is ſpirit agd life, John 6. 36, But that the matter of the 


Law or cortimanding poiver of it ſhould de done-away, this Scripture” 
Bi Ad not 1n the lcalt prove, bat jg is uſed in the hand of the Spirit to” 
Convince of fin, This'the ſam©Apoſtle proves Roms.” 7.7. Who ſaith, 
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had not kyown fin but bythe Law, he had not known laſt except the Gam  — . 5 
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2 The Royal Law contended for. | 
| had ſaid thou ſhalt not covet : this will appear evident if you conſider 
the 8,9, 10,11,12,13,14. veiſes of this Chap. 

Ovj.- 2. Another Scripture is frequently.urged, As 7. 37, A Pro- 


pher ſhallthe Lord your God raiſe np unto y0u.of your brethren, liks unto we, _ 
him ſhall you hear, From which itis concluded, that we are to heatken 


only to Chriſt, and not-to Moſes - ©  . | 

Anſw, If by hearing of Chriſt you mean, hearing only what he ſpake. 
with his own lips when.he was on earth, then ye ate not to hear his A- 
poſtles; butif you mean by hearing of him is to hear what he ſpake up- 
on earth, and what he ſpake by his Spirit in his Apoſtles, then why are 
we not to hear what he one bf his Spirit to his Prophets, ſeeing we are 
built upon the foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, Chriſt being the chief 
_ Corner-Stone, Epheſians 21, 20, And if ſuch who are of this perſwaſion, 
would be true to their principle to hear Chriſt, hear him what he ſaith, 


Luke 16, 31, They have Moſes and the Prophets, let them hear them, For 


if they will not belzeve Moſes and the Prophets, they will not believe though 
out riſe from the dead. And he counſels to keep the Commandments, 
Matth,19.17,18, and reproves for the breach of them ; ag alſo for the 
making of them void by traditions,. atth, 15. 6, as might be made 
appear by many other Scriptures: Therefore there is nothing of weight 
in this objeRion to ſhake the thing aſſerted, But for a more full an- 
ſwer to this objeRtion'and the former, I muſt needs.intreat the Reader 
to ſee my other book on the Sabbath. ES 
Obj. 3. Moſes was faithful over his houſe as aſervant, ſo Chriſt is 


faithful over his houſe as a ſon, Nowif Chriſt hath not given us all the .. 


Laws that we are.to obſerve, this is to make Chriſt leſs faithful then 
Moſes. EC OT Te Og aapacs pb Ws - 
ny AM Doubtleſſe Chriſt as a ſon is faithful over his houſe, as Moſes 
was faithful over his houſe as a ſervant. But we art to conſider, what 
was Moſes his houſe, and what is Chriſts houſe 3 Moſes big houſe, I con- 
ceive, as the Tabernacle » his faithfulneſs did appear, 1n that he did 
all things according to the pet tneyed to him in the mount..-Chrits 


houſe are the Saints the true Tabernacle which the Lord. hath pitched aud 
not may, Heb.8. 2,5. of which the other was a ſhadow, And as Moſes 
as a ſervant gave forth Ordinances for his hou ſe, ſo Chriſt as a ſon hath. 
given out Ordinances for his houſe : but the Ten Commandinents are 
2 Lax hich. belongs. to men.as they are men; though they be no part of 
Chriſt houſe, it beipg,, as befors 1s proved, the Law written in their 
ny 0 GS ee ne on roy 8-21 $4 


04j. 4. But when certain.of the SeR of the Phariſees aroſe, and' 


. ſaidit was. needful to be circumciſed, and k2ep the Law. of Moſes, the 
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© The Royal Law contended for, It 
' Apoſtle proves them to be tempters of God, in putting a yoke upon 
the neck of the Diſciples, which they nor their Fathers wete able toF . ® 
bear, Atts x5.5,10. - hs ; - 
'  Anſw. Are the Ten Commandmenas ſuch a yoke, as1s not to be 
born? Is it a yoke to_ have no other God but Jehovah, and to abſtain 
from murder, theft, adultery,and the like ? For ſoit muſt be, if you 
judee that the whole Law is hereflighted. But the thing in difference | 
here, is, Whether ſuch and ſuch Laws are to be kept or no? andthe 
Rreſs that is laid upon the keeping of them namely the preſſing of them 
as things without which they could not be ſaved, as verſ.1, and there- 
fore the Apoſtle in anſwer to this, ſhews that the Gentiles had receiv- 
ed the Goſpel, and did beleive, God having given to them the Holy 
Ghoſt, and put no difference between them and the Jews, purifying 
their hearts by faith, verſ. 7,8,9. and that through the grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt both Jews and Gentiles ſheuld be ſaved, verſ. 11+ and as the 
Apoſtle oppoſeth the keeping of theſe Laws for ſuch a purpoſe as to be 
ſaved thereby, ſo the bare keeping of them is forbiden : and therefore 
ſaith ASFTEEV. 1920+ My ſentence ts, that we trouble not them which from 
e Gentiles are turned unto God, but that we write unts them that 
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A "both to Scripture and reaſon. EE ee 
E- Obj. 5. But the Seriptute ſaith, CaSF out the Boudwoman and her ſon, 
1 for the ſon. of the Bond-wemap ſhall not be heir. with the ſon of the Free- 
A woman.; Which Bond-woman. was an. Allegory of. the Covenant from 
: mount S:zaz; and.therefore to be ca} our. - | TE 
Anſw. The Apollle is here ſheying how impoſſible it is for works 
F and grace to ſtand together in point of juſtification ; for this people 
4 were ſeeking to be juſtified by the works of the Law, He ſhews the 
; difference betwixt the two Covenants, one of orks gendering to bon- 
F dage, the righteouſneſs of the Law being this, that the man that dath theſe 
Y things ſhould live in themw,Rom. 10.5, the other of grace or free promiſe, 
without any reſpe& to mans righteouſneſs : he ſhews the ſons of the 
| Covenants are like unto their mothers ; the ſons of the one Covenant 
: are born after. the fleſh,the-ſons of the other by promiſe; & thoſe that 
””_ are born after the Fleſh perſecute thoſe that are born after the Spirit. 
_ Nevertheleſs what ſaith the Scripture ? Caſt out the Boyud-woman and her 
2 ' fon. For the ſou of the Bond-woman ſhall not be heir with the ſon of the 
- '  Free-woman, That is, the Covenant of jyorks with thoſe that ſeek to be 
I. juſtified thereby,Chriſt being the end of the Law for righteouſneſs to every 
IF ' one that belerveth, Rom.10,4, But if we ſhould underſtand the Ten 
A Commandments in themſelves, to be the Bond- woman, then 1t is im- 
bg :poſlible for them that keep them to be heires or children of the pro- 
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: 12 , The Reyal Lawcontendad for. 

] himſelf ich ſome;others, that it might be ſeen that þq walked arderly 
; * *and kegtthe Law, ver.24. But as touching the Gentiles which believe, we 
F- have written and concluded that they obſerve no ſuch things, verl. 25,- $0 
: that it's very clear that *tis Circumcifion and. the cuſtomes that's here 


called the Law of Meſqs, whichthe Gentiles were.commanded not to 


keep; but t9-think the Gentiles ſhould be forbidden to keep the Law 
of God that Was written 1n their.natures;is-abominable, and contrary 


"miſe, but they muſt be caſt out as children of the Bond-woman, which 
"Ks very erronious, and contrary to the current of Scriptures. For the 
dagrs of the Law are juſtified before God, Rom. 2.13. though not for doing. 
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The Royal Law-contended- for, T2 
oven to them, .but that they are under grace. and the like, Byt if the 
Uncircumcifion keep the Righteouſneſs of the Law, ſhall not his Uncircum- 

c1ſion be counted for Circumciſion, Rom. 2.26, 
.* Confider theſe Queries, 1. If the whole Law was done away by the 

death-of Chriſt, why did the Apoſtle ſpend ſo much time to prove that 
by the works of the Law none could be juſtified, Gal. 3, ſeeing there 
. was no Law to work npon ? Had it not b2en a nearer way to have told 
them that the Law was aboliſhed ? 

2, If thewhole Law was done away at the death of Chriſt, how can 
any part of it be now in force ? If it he ſaid it 1$ upon a ne account, 
ſhew me any one Law that Chriſt hart! once deſtroyed, and zgainre- 
vived; ſeeing the Apoſtle ſaith, if he ſhould build again the things that 
he deſtroyed, he ſhould make himſelf a tranſgreſſor, Gal.2.14. 

3. What Scripture is it that proves that we have any one of the Ten: 
Commandments given out upon a new account ? 
4. If the whole Law be done away, what Law 1s there for the pu- 

niſhment of evil doers, theeves, muxderers, and the like ?. | 

5. Ifthe Ten Commandments were to be aboliſhed, how is it that 
the Lord hath annexed ſo many gteat and precious promiſes unto the 
keeping of them, and delighting in them ? as in Pſa, x, 1,2,3,4- and 
many other places. which do of: right belong to ſuch as keep the Com-- 
mandments, Rev, 22, 14, | 
-..6, Howis it that the Apoſtle faith, the Law is good 1f a manuſe it 
lawfully, x 712.18, if at the ſame time-there was'no Law ? | 
7. If the Law was done away at the death of Chriſt, when was it 
1Ven again upon a neW account? If before his death inthe 5.of Matth.. 
then how 1s it that the Lav that was given on S:na: ſtood in force til his 
death ? Could they ſtand both in force at once ? If not till afrer the *: Gl 
death of Chriſt, then when was it given out ? ſeeing that we firid not ,:, gt 
any of the Commandments ſo much as mentioned for a long time after 
the death of Chriſt, Can we think the Saints andthe world were left: W** 5 
without a Lav. | <2 | 
_ 8, Howis it that we contend for Governors as at the firſt; and: 
Counſellers as at the beginning, ſeeing there is no Laiy for them to 
rule and govern by, if this do&nine be true that the whote Law is done: 
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- The Seventh day ts the Sabbath, 
Law, ſo they are under it, and do delight in it, Row, 7, 22, Pſal.ri9, 
70,72,97. ICor,9.21, 


It is time for the Lord to work, for they have made void thy Law, Pal. 
£190,123. : 


Therefore I love thy Commandments above 
verſl. 127. 


Therefore I eſteem all thy precepts concerning all things to bg right, and 
I hate every falſe way, veil. 128, | 


Gold, yea above fine Gold, 
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Ow if the Ten Commandments de in force every jot and tittle of 
them, it muſt neceſſarily follow that the Seventh day is the Sab- 
bath, and is to be obſerved according to the Commandment. But be. 


cauſe there is much oppoſition againfithis truth, T ſhall: offer ſome. 


thing in particular to it, which may tend to the clearing ofit. 
_ Firſt, it was inſtituted by God before the fall of man, as appears in 
Gen.1.31. And God ſaw everything that he had made, and behold it was 


very good, But when man ſinned, Qþdchanges his voice, and then the 


ground is curſed for his fake, Chap. 3.17. Further,God was fix dayes 
upon his work of creation, and reſted not untill the ſeventh day : now 
betwixt the end of the fixt day and the beginning of the ſeventh, there 
1s no interval or ſpace of time, Chap.1.31, Chap.2,2. then why ſhould 
it be thought that the Sabbath was a ſhadow to hold forth reſt by (21th 
in Chriſt, ſeeing Adam had not finned,and ſo had no need of a Savicur? 
and why ſhould we run into ſuch imaginations, concerning the cauſe of 


* Gods inſtituting the Sabbath, ſeing God ſo plainly decl#tes it himſelt? 


. thon ſhalt labour and do all thy work, but the ſeventh day ts the Sabbath of 
* the Lord thy Goll, in it thou ſhalt-do no manner of works, Andif thou .- 

F | .; * wouldeſt know a reaſon, why thou ſhouldſt do ſo, it is, becauſe 1 the - --. 
ſo. ' And truly to me its clear, that one main treaſon; . | 


£4; .Lordihy God: reaſon,” | 
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namely,that he bleſſed the ſeventh day and ſantiified it, bec 1:5ſe that init he 


= "Was, . Teſted from all bis workes which God created and made, Chip.2.3, 


- 2, The reaſon that the Lord gives when he commanded the obſerva- 


tion of the ſeventh day, is as before, becanſe that 1» ſix dayes the Lord 


mide Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all that in them 14, and reſted the (= 
venth day,wherefore the Lord bleſſed the Sabbath day and hallowedit Exod. 
20.11, and it is 48 2 Motive to provoke man to folloiy the Lords exam- 
ple from the beginniog both in work andreſt, S1x dayes,ſaith the Lord, 
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"The Seventh day is the Sabbath, I5 
reſted the the ſeventh day, was to (her man an example, and what he 
ought to do, Doubtleſs God.could have made all things in a moment, 

| but fix days he works, and reſts the ſeventh day, that man might do the 

| ſame, and thereby not only hold forth the creating power of God, and 
the method that he was: pleaſed tq take in the creation, bur. alſo bis 


I oreat mercy in inftruRing and commanding man to work fix dayes,and 
reſt the ſeventh, that he might de refreſhed, 

; 3. It plainly appears,that this inſtitution was in force and to be ob- 
E: ſerved from the beginning, though no mention is made of the Patriarks 


b- _ obſerving it, nomore then of their ſacrificings, and doing many other 

* things, whichis judged they did, notwithſtanding we hear nothing of 
them, But confider, God refted the ſeventh day and ſanRified it : now 
to prophane that which God ſanRtifies doubtleſs is a fin; and had they 
done ſervile work upon the Sabbath,they had prophaned it, Nehem. 13. 
16,17. And what the Lord ſaid to Peter in another caſe,may be tightly * #: 
ſaid in this (viz) What God hath [anfiified, that call not thou common or un- © 
clean, AR.10.15, and the Lord when he gives forth this command, 
ſaith, Remember the Sabbath, to note the importance of it, and the anti- . 
quity of it,it being no new thing but from the beginning, and that the 
Lord urges in vetſ. 1x. as the cauſ{whyit was to be obſerved, Ifraek 
obſerved the Sabbath before the giving of the Law on mount Smas, as 

5 appears Exod, 16, 23,25,26, But mark what Nehemnah (aith to this, 
Chap. 9.13. Thog cameſt. down alſo upon mount Sinai, and ſpeakeſt with 

, them from Heaven, axd gaveſt them right Fudgments, aud true Laws, goat 

{ Statutes and Commandments,aud madeſt kyown alſo unto them thy holy Sab- 
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were neceſſity for-the doing. of them : as will appear if we conſider 
theſe Scriptures following ; The Phariſees ask Chriſt, if it were [awf#l 
to heal on the Sabbath day ? that they might accuſe him, Matth, 12,10.4hd 
his anſweris this, What man # there among you that ſhall have one ſheep, 
and if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, will he not lay hold on it and lift it 
out ? ver, 11, How much then u« a'man better then a ſheep ? wherefore it ts 
lawful to do well on the Sabbath dayes, verſ. 12, Mark, 34, Again the 
Phariſees told Chriſt that his Diſciples did that which was not lawful, 


becauſe they pulled the ears af. Corn upon the Sabbath day; Mar,2,24. 


But mind the anſwer of Chriſt, Have ye not read what Daviddid when Fo 
was an hungry and had need, how be entred into the houſe of God, nnd did eat 
the Shew-bread, which ts not lawful for any to eat but the Priefts? vetſ. 
25,26,Matth, 12.34. Or, have ye not read in the Law, that the Prieſts 
19 the Temple prophane the Sabbath dayes and are blameleſs? v.5. It was 
not unlawful to pluck the ears of Corn when they went through their 


- neighbours field, for that they might do by the Law of God, Deut.23. 


25. and that the Phariſees knew very well; but they thotight it Wes 
unlawful becauſe they did it upon the Sabbath day :- but mark the an- 
{wer of Chriſt how he cleared the Diſciples ; it was unlawful for David 
to eat the ſhew-bread, but he was an hungry and had need, and there-: 
fore to be excuſed ; for if the Diſciples had puld the ears of Corn 
(when they had no need )upon the Sabbath day, it had been doing of 
needleſs work, and ſo had been unlawful: bnt the Text ſaith they 
were an hungry, therefore they might do it,it being a work of mercy as 
Davids was; and the ſame may be ſaid of the Priefts prophaning the: 


the ſacrifices was-allowed, which work in it ſelf would have-bzen coun- 
ted ſervile work, but that it was for ſuch a merciful end, (viz;)the ſins* 
of the people : therefore ſaith Chriſt, had ye kyown what this meaneth,I 
will have Mercy and not Sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guilt- 
leſs, v.7. Clearly proving that the Sabbath was to be obſerved (bur not 
{o as to break another Command, to negle& mercy,which the Prariſees 


would do, Mat.23,23.) and that his Diſciples in having mercy to their 
| bodies were no Sabbath-breakers 


Further, obſerve what Chrift ſaith, Mark. 2.27. The Sabbath was 
made for man and not man for the Sabbath , the Phariſees made them- 
ſelve {laves and bond-men, by making the Sabbath a yoak ( whereas it 


+. - ſhould have been a delight, 7/a.58.13.) by ſuperſtitious outfide perfor-.. 

i  mances, as though man had been mide for the Sabbath, but Chrift tells 
4 .themit was made for man,thatis,{for the good and benefit of man,that 

. man might reſt 


from his own labours and be refreſh 
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The Seventh day is the Sabbath. 3" BD 
was, Exod.31. 17,] And thug you ſee hoiv clearly our Lord hath gi- 
ven the ſenſe of this Law : it1s laivful to do well upon the Sabbath day, 
to viſit the fick and to heal them, and to do works of mercy to our own 
and others bodies, the Sabbath being made for man. 
| 5. Jeſus Chriſt declares himſelf to be Lord even of the Sabbath day, 
 Matth, 12,8, and he takes his title thus, The Sabbath, ſaith he, was 
made for man, and not man for the Sabbath, therefore the ſon of man is 
Lord even of the $ abbath day, Mark. 2.27. and here ſeems to be two: Tn 
things from whence Chriſt takes this title : Firſt, the Sabbath was Chriſt bein 8 
made for man, that is as before was ſaid, for Adam, and ſo for all men, 7,7, ro 141 Þ 
being made for him before his fall ; now Chriſt being the ſon of man, 5,3þar þ vorh # 
the chief man,vr ſecond Adam,the man of Gods right hand, the heir of no more make 
all things, is ofright Lord,even of the Sabbath, 2dly, The Sabbath Was 7" vo mens | 
| made for man, that is, for the good of man; and in mercy to man, as is of the os 26h 
ſaid before ; therefore Chriſt being the author of all good, the giver of ,,4 Lode 
all mercy, he is Lord of it, and cherefore Chriſt doth not ſlight the-the Harveſt, if 
Sabbath (as ſome do imagine) by ſaying he is Lord of it, as though he af nty. <Y 
Were not to keep it, or that his intent was to change it ; that were to pan «64 Hare 
ftrip himſelf of his title, orelſe to entitle himſelf Lord-of that which veſt void. 5 
was not : butin that it is ſaid Chriſt is Lord of the Sabbath, it proves 
the Sabbath to be in force, as Chriſt proves the Reſurre&ion ;.. Mark 
© 12.26,27, 1 am the God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, the God of Facob) 
| be ts not the God of the dead but of the living ; (0 Chriſt is Lord of the 
Sabbath day : he is not Lordof the dead Types and ſhadows, or of that 
which is not in being, buthe is Lord of the lively Ocacles, of which I 
conceive the Sabbarh 1s one, Ats.7.38, X 
Obj. But did uot Chriſt break the Sabbath and teach men ſo to do, in bids _ .. a 
ding the impotent man take up hes bed and walk, it being wilawful to carry & "RE 
burden upon the Sabbath day ? —— Willa" [565- 
Anſw, The Scribes and Phatiſees (aid ſo indeed, and that his bed 
Vas a burthen, but they were very unfit Judges, they being jonorant 
of the right obſerving of the Sabbath, and ſorght likewiſe to take ad- 


vantage againſt Chriſt in his words and ations; their ſaying the mans 


WE bed was a burden, and thatit was unlaivful for him to carry it, doth. 
J | - prove no more that ſo it was, then their ſaying that the Diſciples 

4 brake the Sabbath in plucking the ears of Corn, and Chriſt in healing 
E the diſeaſed. Bur was not this a work of mercy, the man having liet 


- . Iameſolongin the porch now being cured > Was it nor meet that he 
\  fhouldbereleaſed from the place, andrtake his bed with him to lye up- 
____ vr: at night? forits likely he had no other. And who can ſay thathis _. 
+, *: .,Þ04 Was a burden ? for in ſome Counrries that which they call-theis * -- 
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The Seventh day i the Sabbath, 


bed is no heavier then a good Cloak or Coat ; but conſider what groſs 
wickedneſs naturally flowes from this opinion. The objeRers them- 
ſelves, and all muſt acknowledge that the whole Laiv was in force till 
the death of Chriſt, the very ſhadows, till he nailed them to his Croſs ;, 
then the fourth Commandment doubtleſs was in force : now to ſay 
that Chriſt brake it, and taught men ſo, is to ſay, Chriſt ſinned and 
taught men to fin ; for ſin is the tranſgreſſion of the Law, and this roots 
up redemption by Chriſt ; for if Chriſt was a finner he could not be a 


... Saviour; he had not been a meet offering for the fins of others,if he had 


zen a ſinner himſelf ; but he was offered up a Lamb without ſpot,[ Heb. 


7 26, 1Pet,1,19.]and was made ſin for us,that knew no fin, [2(or. 5.2.) 


and therefore this obje&tion is made ſo groſs, that every fincere heart 


' that ſees the tendency of it will not touch it ; and indeed I had not 


meptioned it here, but that many through weakneſs have taken it up 


a$ a ſufficient grqund to prove the making void the Sabbath, for want 
of looking into the, bottom of it. 


6. Another ground to prove the Sabbath yet to be in force may be 
taken from the words of Chriſt to his Diſciples, Matth. 24,20, But pray 


Je that your flight be Fotinthe winter, nr on the Sabbath day ; Which is 


part of the aniwer Chiift gave them when they came privately to him. 
to aſk him when the deſtruion of the Temple ſhould be, the ſigns of 
his coming, and the end of the world. It is generally conceived that 
this part of Chriſt anſwer, relates to the deſtruction of Feruſalem ; and 
indeed that is the ſhorteſt time that can be thought it relates unto, - as 
doth appear by the queſtion which was aſked him : But ſuppoſe it ſo, 


doth it not plainly appear from hence, that the Sabbath was to remain 


if full force, after the death of Chriſt 2 The deſtruQion. of Jeruſalem 
being about forty years after the death of Chriſt, and yet he commands 
his Diſciples to pray that their flight be not in the winter, neither on 
the Sabbath day ; now can we think that Chriſt would lay ſuch a foun- 
dation for ſuperſtition, as though the Sabbath was to be at the 1uin of 
Teryſalem When it Was to ceaſe at his deatn? or can we think that 
Chiiſt would teach his Diſciples to pray falſe, or to pray that their 
flight ſhould not be on the Sabbath, when indeed there was to be no 
Sabbath? this is groſs to imavine ; bur as ſure as Winter was to remain 
winter, ſo. the Sabbath was to remain the Sabbath ; and if their flight 
had bin upon it, it would have been the more tedious, it being a day of 
xeſt and refreſhment to them, wherein they uſed to rejoyce and praiſe 
the Lord; as it appears, by that Pſalm or ſong for the Sabbath day, -. 
Pſalm.92. But although this Scripture lookes to the deſtruction. of Je- 


ruſalem,yet I conceive it looks further, even to that diftreſs thatJernſas 
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lem (hall be in at the ſecond coming of Chriſt, & that for theſe reaſons > 


Firſt, thoſe things that Chriſt ſpake of, were accompliſhed in a mea= | 


ſure in the Apoſtles days, and yet they are not compleatly fulfilled; for 
inkance, Chrilt told his Diſciples that they ſhould bz delivered up to 


be killed, and they ſhould be hated of all Nations for his Name ſake , 


this was in the Apoiles dayes, and hath been fince, and falſe Prophets 
did ariſe then, and ſo they have fince then, werf. 4, 1x. So that thoſe 


things which Chrikt ſpake lookt to ſeveral times, and therefore I con- 


ceive he ſaith in verſ. 34. Verily I ſay unto you, this generation ſhall not 
paſſe till all theſe things be fulfilled ; and io I judge, what be ſpake 


conceining Jernſalem had not only reſpe& to that deſtruction that 


came upon it in that generation, but alſo to that great calamity that 
(hould be upon it 1n the laſt dayes, | 


2, This will more plainly app:ar,if we conſider the words of Chriſt, 
But pray ye that your flight be not zn the winter, nor on the Sabbath day ; for 


eworld 


to this time, no nor ever ſhall be, ver\,21, Now with this compare,Zach. 


I 4.2, For 1 will gather all nations againſt Feruſalem to battel, and the Cut 
ſhall be takgn, and the houſes rifled, and the women ravifhed, And at the 2, 


ver[.it is ſaid, Then ſhall the Lord go forth and fight againſt thoſe Nations 


as when he fought in the day of battel, and hu feet (hall ſtand in that day upon 
the mount of Olives, verſ,4, With which compare, Dan.12.1. And at 


that time ſhall Michael tand up, the great Prince, which ſtandeth for the 


children of thy people, and there ſhall be a time of trouble ſuch as never was 
ſince there was a nation even to that ſame time ; and at that time thy people 


ſhall be delivered, every one that ſhall be found written 1n the book; and many 
of them that ſleepin the duſt ſhall awake, ſome to everlaſting life, and ſome 
to ſhame and comempt, veil, 2, Now if that deſtiuQtion of Jeruſalem 
produced ſuch great trouble as never was, nor ever (hould be again . 


 howis it that there ſhall be ſuch great trouble as never was {ince there 


Was a Nation ? when Michael Kands up to deliver his people every one . 
that is written in the book, and Feruſalem is taken, and the houſes ris 
fled, and the women raviſhed, when the Loxd comes forth to fight a- 


g9ain(t thoſe Nations,and his feet ſhall ſtand upon the mount of Olives, _ 

| according to that in As 1.11, So ſhall be come in like manner as ye have 

ſeen him go into Heaven, and when the ſeventh Angel poures out his _ 
vial, Rev, 16,17,18, which time I conceive is one and the ſame with . - 


that in-Zach, and Dar, and the Angel is Michael the great Prince 
Which Dazzel ſpeaks of, whoſe fees ſhall ſtand upon the mount of O- 


not fince men were v 
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20. The Seventh day #5 the Sabbath. 


and ſo great x So that to me it appears that theſe three Scriptures do 
correſpond with the words of Chriſt pointing out the ſame time : and 
if ſo, then the Sabbath ſhall remain cill the coming: of Chriſt, and ſo 
ſhall ſtand ref Heaven and Earth paſs away,according to that in Matth 
and for ever and ever, according to that in P/al..1ii, 8, and the de- 
ſtruction of Feruſalem ſeems to be a Type of that great deſtruction that 
{hall be at Chriſts appearance : And as Jeruſalem was taken when ſome 
from all Nations were gathered together, as Hiſtory reports, and on 
the Sabbath dayit was deſtroyed ; (o it appears that the ſtrength of the 
Saints will be gathered together to Jeruſalem, becauſe all Nations will 
eather againftit, and Feruſalems Rraights will be upon the Sabbath day, 
as ſeems to appear by the words of Chriſt, for then, ſaith he, ſhall be 
great tribulation ſuca as never was ; (then, when?) why when their ſlight 
1hall be upon the Sabbath day ; and this great tribulation is, when Fe- 
raſalem (hall be taken, the houſes rifled, and the women raviſhed, as 
' was ſaid before; at which time Michael ſhall ſland up and fight againſt 
thoſe Nations, as when he fought inthe day of battel, and the ſlain of the 
Lord ſhall be many, even from one end of the earth to the other, Jer. 25.37, 
.32,33. and the mount of Olves ſhall cleave in the midſt thereof, Lach. 14, 
4. and there ſhall be a very great valley, unto which. the Saints ſhall flee, 
verſ. 5. then ſhall the Sabbath be (walloved up in the great Sabbath or 
"thouſand years, that glorious and holy reſt which the Saints ſhall enter 
i9to and live and reign with.Chrift a thouſand years, verſ, 9,20, Rev. 
IO, 4. 
S. Another ground is: taken from the praiſe of Chriſts Diſciples 
- after his dzath, Luke 23, 5,6. And they returned and prepared ſpices and. 
ojatments, and. reſted. the. Sabbath day. according - to the Commandment, 
Some ſay if we do obſerve the Sabbathave muſt do all. thoſe ſacrifices: 
which the Jews did uponit ; but at this time the vail of the Temple 
was rent in twain from.the top to the bottom, and the ſhadows were 
done away by the body of Chriſt, and-yetahey kept the Sabbath 3 and 
not though fear or ignorance. but according to the Commandment, 
which is to reſt from their labours, znd-ſo they did: ; for the Text ſaith, 
thy returned andweſted-; there is no ſacrifice expreſt in the Command- 
ment, The ſtranger and the cattle was to refFon the Sabbath, Ex09.20. 10, 
ſo that the Sabbath was.commanded and obſerved before any. of thoſe 
ſacrifices ivere commanded to be offered upon it; but becauſe the Jews- 
did ſuch ſeryice upon the. Sabbath day as they were. a typical people, _ 
it doth not follow that this was any part of the Commanditient,: an J 
therefore we are to reſt as thoſe Diſciples did; according, to the Com : 
mandment :. and it is remarkable that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould leave this 
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The Seventh day is the Sabbath, 2x  ; 
| upon record Which would not have been I am perſwaded, had the Sab- ; 
bath. then been aboliſht ; - he doth not only ſay, they returned and 
; reſted on the Sabbath day, but to prevent all miſtakes, left it ſhould be 
| thought they did it ignorantly or ſuperſtitiouſly,or for fear of the Jews, 

Y he ſaith they did it groundedly (that is) according to the Command- 

vos ment. 

'Obj; Bat the Diſciples were met together upon the firſt day of the week, 

and Chriſt appeared to them, John 20.9. . 

Anſwer..1t is true they were aſſembled together upon the ſame day. 

at even, being the firſt day of the week, and the door ſhut ; and the 

cauſe is laid doin why ſo they were namely, for fear of the Jews : and 

ſome of the Diſciples, as I ſaid before, kept the Sabbath the day before, 
2nd I think we cannot reaſonably imagine but thoſe did that were to- 

4 2ether on the firſt day, for they did frequently correſpond together,, 
that's manifeſt; but what doth-their being together on the fiſt day at 
_ even, and Chris appearing to them, prove for the obſervation of. the . _ 
firſt day, more then his appearing to them eight dayes after, and his. 
appeating to them the third time early in the morning when they were: 

a fiſhing, Foh, 24.4, 5, for the obſervation of theſe dayes ? It was ne- . 
ceſlary that Chriſt ſhould appear to his Diſciples on the firſt day of the: 
week, that his yord might be fulfilled of his artfing the third day, and: -_ 
that they might boldly witneſs the ſame, y- EL 
Obj. But the Di(ciples came together onthe firſt day of the with; and did: 
break bread, and Paul tanght untothem, AQ,20.. | 

g Anſw. This is all the meeting or preaching that ever we find wag: 

f upen the firſt day, except the Diſciples being together for fear of the. 
Jews, mentioned before that meeting, was at evening ; ſo this ſeems. 
to bz, becauſe when they came together Pas! preached with them and: 
continued his ſpeech until midnight; it is nor likely then that they ob-- 

ſerved the day and came together 1n the morning, ſeeing he continued 
his ſpeech fo long. And ſecondly as we have the cauſe of the Diſciples: 
being together with their doors ſhut, ſo we have the cauſe of this meet- 

ing : Paxl.Was ready to depart on the morrow, verſ, 7, upon an extra- = 
ordinary occaſion, Paul having many: things to.communicate to them. 
as appears by his diſcourſing with them till midnight, afid talking till: 

4 break of day, werſ, 11+. But that which makes the ObjeRers lay ſuch: 
I Rreſs upon this Text, is becauſe the Diſciples came together to break. + 
Et bread, which: they judge to be the Lords Supper, Suppoſe it were ſo, . 

.  whar doth this make for the obſervation of the firſt day, mote NNE 

1; ..- Chiifts fiſt inſtituting the Supper upon the fifth day of:the week vis 4 
| generally conceived,) doth:make for the obſervation of: it ©. But theres 
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is no proof that this was the Supper of the Lord that they came to per- 
tike of, but it ſeems to be ſuch breaking of bread as the margin of ſome 
Bibles refers unto, Aﬀs the 2d, 4.6. They continued dayly with one ac- 
cord in the Temple, and breaking bread from houſe to houſe, did eat their 
. meat with gladneſs of heart, ( So Luk, 24. 30, 35.) Andit is explained 
what breaking of bread it was, verſ. 11, Where it is ſaid, when be was 
come np again, and had broken bread and eaten, and talked a good while till 
break of day, he departed : here is eating and talking, it is not ſolemni- 
zed as the Supper of the Lord : But ſome would have this common 
breaking of bread, and the other in verſ.7, to be the Supper ; itis very 
unlikely that here ſhould be tio ſorts of breaking of bread at one time 
by the ſame perſons, and yet nothing ſpoke diſtin&ly.by which we 
- might know the one from the other, ſo that the moſt that can be ſaid, is 
but a ſuppoſition ; 1t cannot be proved that this was the Lords Supper, 
And how weak a ground this is for the obſervation of this day as a Sab- 


bath, or more then any other day, or to limit the adminiſtration of the 


Supper to this day, I leave to the truly wiſe in heart to judge. 


 Obj, But the Church had their gatherings upon the firſt day of the week, 


from which it appears that it was the day that they met together upon, 1Cor, 
I6, 2. | | 


Anſw. "The words are theſe, Upon the firit day of the week let every 
pus lay by himin ſtore,asGod bath proſpered hum,that there be no gatherings 
when c1e, Here is no proof for their meeting together, but rather on 
the contrary, every one of them was to lay by him in ſtore as God had 
proſpered him ; no publique gathering but private layingup ; but be- 
cauſe the Apoſtle ſaith in the cloſe of the veiſe, that there be no gather- 
ings when I come, therefore it is thought the Scripture cannot be ſo un- 
d2rſRood, becauſe it would not prevent gatherings: but 1s this fair, when 
a Text of Scripture ſtands alone, to put ſuch a ſenſe upon it as doth 
plainly contradic the very letter of it > when it ſaith, /et every one of 
you lay by bim im ſtore, then to ſay the meaning 1s to have publique ga-. 
' therings and bnt one ſtore 3 and would not the end of the Apoſile be 
 {ully anfwered, namely, to have no gatherings, if each of them did lay 
by them in ſtore ( as God had proſpered them in the werld ) ready a=: 
oainſt the Apolile came, they knowing of his coming? and when he 
came, Was it not a$ eafie to carry it with them to him,as for us to carry 
_ our Bibles to a meeting, and what need would there be then of ga=:- 
; 1 - therings ? And this. way of giving would not be Phariſee-like, but ac=! |: 
|. _ - cordingtothe words of Chriſt, Marth, 6, 11, Take. heed that you do: © 
E - ot jour alms before men, tobe ſeen of them, therw: ſe-yon have no rewardaf* *- 
——_— Jotr Father which # in Heaven ; but whey thou doeft thine alms,let wot: i. Jn 
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The Seventh day is the Sabbath, 23 
left hand know what thy right hand doth, verſ. '3, that thy alms may be in 
ſecret, and thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret himſelf ſhall reward thee openly, =} 
verſ. 4+ 3 

Obj. But Fohn was in the Spirit upon the Lords day, ( and had that plo. A 
riows Revelation upon it) which 1s concerved to be the firſt day of the week; of 
Rev. 1.10, 2 


are to be judged for not obſerving of it. : - . 536 lf 
Arnſw, There were Holy dayes and Sabbaths beſides the ſeventh day... Ape 4 
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men ſhall be ſaved, proves that all men ſhall be ſaved ? and if we con- Sabbath w £y 
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which are Gentiles, you are not to be judged for the non-performance 
 ofthem, Now the Ten Commandments were never againſt the Gen- 
tiles, nor contrary to them ; for the ſame Apoltle ſaith the matter of 
them was writen in their hearts, as was ſaid before, and they.did by 
nature the things contained in them, and therefore they-were not con- 
trary to them ; but Circumcilion and other Ordinances Rood as a wall 
againſt the Gentiles, which Chriſt break down, by taking them out of 
the way and nailing them to his croſs, Having abol:ſht 1» his fleſh the. 
enmity,eventhe Law of Commandments contained in Ordinances,for to make 
in hinoſelf of twain one new man, ſo making peace, that he might reconcile 
both unto God in one body by the Croſs, having ſlain the enmi; 7 thereby, Eph. 
2,150 that it isclear the Apoſtle 1s ſpeaking of ſuch Commandments 
as are contained in Ordinances, and not thoſe Commandments that 
are ſo eminently diſtinguiſht from Ordinances ; bur thoſe Ordinances 
which were againft the Genles, and made them and'the Jews two, as 
Meats and Drinks, New-Moons and Holy-dayes, and Sabbath dayes; 
Chriſt by his blood having taken theſe away, hath made them one : 
but that the Ten Commandments ſhould be {track at, there is no co- 
tour in this Scripture for it, or that the Sabbath ſhould only b2 taken 
out from them, and nailed to the Croſs with New-Moons, Meats and 
Drinks, and other ſhadows and Ordinances, which were againſt man, 
when as Chriſt ſaith the Sabbath was made for mas ; ſo that in this place 


there is no proof for the abrogating this Command of God : bur for 
more full anſwer ſee my other book, 


Obj. But how is it that the Apollle ſaith Roms, 14.5,6. that one man 


obſerves one day above another, another obſerves every day alike, andyet he 
doth not blame euther of them ? 


cAnſw. T make no dout but if the controverſie here had been about - 

the Sabbath, whether it were to be obſerved or no? but it would have 
been plainly expreſt and not paſt over ſo ſlightly : bur the Apoſtle is 
ſpeaking of 3nd:fferext things, whichmen were not to be judged for their 
doing or not doing, and not of Commandments. Butbecauſe iris ſaid 
that (ome eſteem every day alike, therefore ſome conclude that this takes 

in the Sabbath day : buc we muſt compare Scripture with Scripture, and 

F find out ſuch a ſence as may bring them intoa harmony,and ſometimes 

S _ interpret gencral terms by reftriive Scriptures : for inſtance, Chriſt 

= bids his Diſciples go preach the Goſpel to every Creature 3 we mult under- 
ſtand it thus,to every Creature that is in a capacity to hear the Goſpel; 

% | The Apoſtle ſaith that every Creatare of God us good and wthing to bere«| 
Bt, 14 ; now fome ate poiſon and are to be refuſed, "but his meaning is; _ 
v2) ER ; 
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every day ts alike, that is, every working day, Which God hath made a- 
like, but the ſeventh day he hath ſanRified and made it a Sabbath of 
reſt, and ſo not like the other ; and this interpretation 1s according to 
the Scripture, Exod, 16.4. Behold, I will rain bread from Heaven for you, 
and the people ſhall go out and gather a certain rate every day: andin verſ 
12. They gathered every morning every man according to his eating, yet on 
the Sabbath day there was none to gather, And in out common ipeech it 
is ſo, we call the fix dayes every day ; men ſay, we work every day,or 
we travel ſo far every day, when they mean only the fix days that they 
count working dayes, So the Apofile ſpeaking to them that kept the 
Sabbath, ſpeaks in the ſame language, and we have no ground to think 
otherwiſe ; for there is no Scripture that we find before this that hath 
any ſeeming diſlike againſt the obſervation of the Sabbath, but much 


4 


on the contrary. . 
Obj. Ye obſerve dayes aud years and times and months, 1 am afraid of 
yours, leſt I bave befFowed upon you labour inwain, Gal.g. i0,1n, 
Anſw. This cannot be underſtood that the Apoſtle here frikes at 
the meer obſervation of dayes, a thing of ſuch dangerous conſequence, 
for he would not have them judged that obſerved one day above ano- 
ther ; in Rom, 14,5,6.andin this place, he himſelf judges theſe as per- 
| ſons.that had ſo far degenerated, that he was afraid he had beſtowed 
4 upon them labour in vain ;. but it is manifeſt that theſe Galatians were 
one back toCircumcifion,and ſo were debtors to the whole Law, ſeek- 
ing juſtification thereby, Chap, 5. 2, 3,4. and ſo they obſerved dayes 
and years, according to the Lai, that was a ſhadoiv of good things to 
come, ſolemnizing the days and months and years, with thoſe things 
that were appointed for them, as Burnt-offerings, Meat-offerings, the 
waving of the Sheaf, the Paſſeover and Unleavened bread, and the 
like, as you may ſee at large, Lev.23,8,9,10,11, andſo on ; for they. 
could not be ſaid to obſerve times and months and years: according to, 
the Lav, except they did ſuch ſervice; and this gave the Apoſtle, juſt 
Sround to fear that he had beſtowed on them labour in vain : But to 
imagine that to obſerve the Sabbath accordin> to the Commandment, - 
or to obſerve a day voluntarily to the Lord,is ſo dangerous, is contrary 
both to Scripture and Reaſon. ee WT 
_ Obj. me which believe are entered into reſt, which the Sabbath was 
but a T ps of, as appears by the words of the Apoſile,Heb.4.3. 
, Anſw, If eternal Reſt by faith be the Antitype of the Sabbath, the 
Sabbath ceaſed to be-in force to every man, ſo ſoon as they helieved :_ 


» din Ang. A bs > #2 


Which is ridiculous to think, and contrary to the current of Scriptures; +... 
- butthe Apoſtle ſaith, We which do believe do enter into reſt ; for be that © **: 
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RE” PE & The Seventh day 1s the Sabbath, 
By #75 entered into his veſt ts ceaſed from hit own works, as God did from his, 
8 verſ,10, Let us labour therefore to enter into that reſt, leſt any man fall af- 


ter the example of nubelief, verſ. 11, Mind this Chapter well, and I 
em periſwaded you will tee that the drift of the Apoftle in mentioning 

_ the Seventh day here, 1s but to amplifie and ſet forth that perfe& reſt 
Waich they that believe do and ſhall enjoy, of which the Land of Ca- 
vaan was buta Type ; and to ſhew that Gods reſt was before the Land 
of Canaan, verſ,4. and that yet there remains a reſt to the people of 
God: and as God did reſt the ſeventh day from all his works, ſo they 
thatenter into reſt do ceaſe from their own works, as God did from 
his; and this is not as ſoon as men believe, for the Apoſtle provokes 
himſelf and others to labour to eriter into it, which were Believers : 
and therefore if you Will have the Sabbath a Type from this Scripture, 
though it is no.where ſo called, it muſt be a Type of eternal Reſt, 
which Saints do enter into when they ceaſe from their own works, as 
God did from his; and that will not be till they lay down this Taber- 
nacle, which will not hurt the thing aſſerted : And indeed I cannot 
WG: deny but the Sabbath is an earneſt of that Reſt, and Saints that are 
I. Tpiritual in the obſervation of it find it ſo, and of great uſe to pat them 
i - in mind of that elorions Reſt, as the Bread and Wine in the Supper of 
the Lord puts us in mind of the ſufferings of Chriſt ; ſo this being a 
day of reft and delight, being ſtript of all worldly incumbrances, and 
devoted to the Lord to pray unto him, and to praiſe: his Holy Name, 
to meditate upon Heaven and Heavenly glory. TOES 
Obj. But many ſay, If the Sabbath be n force, then the pray mmnſt 
needs be ſo, and then thoſe that do not keep it, mnſt be ſtoned ; therefore this 
73 opinion ts dangerous, and will leat Saints to deſtroy one another, | 
- - _ cAvyſw, This is a very gaftly objeQion, but indeed it is a very weak 
” =.” one; I donot find that any more then one was ſtoned, and-1t was for: 
© -  preſumptuous breaking of the Sabbath : but ſuppoſe that penalty be in 
force, every Saint is not a Magiſtrate to putitin execution ; 1fa 

Saint ſhould kill a man, Saints as they are Saints, are not to execute 

him; all that they can dos to endeavour his repentance, but it belongs 

to the true Magiſtrate to infli& the puniſhment : and the penal Laws 

' of God take hold of preſumptuous finners, not for fins of 1gnorance ; 

and therefore it is not to be thought that any puniſhment will be in- 


2 = - flicted upon: any for breach of the Sabbath ill it be univerſally ac-, 
. ' knowledged ; ſo then if God hath annexed death to the breakers of 1t, 
= doubtleſs it will be juſt » but we find in Nehemiabs time that alchough' © | 


they hid made a market-day of the Sabbath, Treading of Wine-preſſes, 
lading of Aſſes, and ſelling of all manner of proviſions upon ut, yet, he doth : 
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| God that we keep his Commandments, and hu Commandmants are not the ſame Laws 
' Erievors ; and if the Apoſtles had not ſpake a word to this Command makes GUER 


. the obſervation of it were forbidden, becauſe it is ſo plainly com: command elſe 
manded by God, explained by Chriſt, obſerved dy his Diſciples both 4: well 4 $ 
_: "before and after his death; as was ſaid before, and will further appear 2 * « "2 

| 2 bjand by. | 5 by 


The Seventh day is the Sabbath In  -..Þ 
but contend with them ; he contends with both Jews and Gentiles, Eo 
the Nobles of F#dah and the men of Tyre, but inflits no puniſhment . 
upon neither, Neb, 13,15,16,17,21, But what a Rrange thing is this = | 
that men ſhould count it a dangerous opinion, to hold that the Sabbath 
1s in force becauſe of the penalty ? Suppoſeit be ſo, the ſame may be 
{a1d of the reſt of the Commandments : for inſtance, the firſt Com- 
mandment is, Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me; he that worſhip- 
ped a firange god was to be put to death : now ſhall we not owa this 
Commandment, becauſe the breakers of it were ſo puniſhed ? Again, 
He that ſheddeth mans blood, by man ſhall his blood be ſhed : now is there 
any danger in the owning of this command, T how ſhalt do vo wanurder, be- 
cauſe the puniſhment is in force too. Again, the fifth Commandment 
is, Honour thy father and thy mother, but he that curſed father or mother was 
to be put to death : now (hall we not honour father and mother, and 
ſo ſhall we break this Commandment, becauſe this puniſhment belongs 
to the breakers of 1t ? So that this objection is of no weight or uſe at 
all,except it be as a Bears-Skin put upon the Truth to afright children 
away, leſt they ſhould look into it, | 

Obj. Bat we do not find any of the Apoſtles urge this Command in any 
of their Epiſtles, namely, that the Sabbath day ſhould be obſerved. 0 

Axſw. Neither do we find that the Apoſtle urged the firſt, ſecond  *"-Þþ 
or third Command in particular as laid downin the Table, but they . 

; nw Or as It #.in' 

are frequently urged in the genaral, as in Rom. 7,12,8 Chap.r3. 9,9, ;j, margin. off 
IO, and generals comprehend particulars : and Fame: ſaith, Whoſoever ſome Bibles,s 
ſhall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one point, ts guilty of all; and That Law 5 
he proves it thus, becauſe he that ſaith do not commit adultery, ſaith alſo whe nc J 
do not kill : now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become She: F:, 
4 tranſgrefor of the Law. The ſame argument may be drawn for the do nor hill; fa 
thing in hand, he that ſaith do not comm Adultery, ſaith alſo keep the ff at the Tens 
Sabbath ; now if thou commit no Adultery, yet if thou break the Sah- Command 
bath, thou art become a tranſgrefſor of the Law, Chap. 2.10,1x. And ftinguiſhtd 
Paul ſaith, Circumciſion is nothing, nor uncircumciſion ts nothing ,; hut; the from other , 7 
keeping of the Commandments of God, 1 Cor, 7. 19. Fohn ſaith in his £995 and 7 
firſt Epiſtte, Chap. 5.2,3. By This we kzow that we love the Children of rhe we 0 


| | : booed them to be 
God when we love God and keep his ( ommandments, for this ts the love of þept, - becauf 
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In general nor in particular, 'tisno ground for us to lay it by, except /.,,. rp 44 
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FE: a8. . . The Seventhaayu the Sabbath, 
Obj. We do wot find that any of the Churches kept the Sabbath._ 
Axnſw. That is no proof that they did not keep it ; but tis clear that 
the Church of Feruſa/ems kept it, though 1t is not plainly expreſt'; for 
they were ſo zealous for the very cuſtoms, that Pax! is counſelled to 
parifie himſelf, leſt they ſhould be offended at him, Ats, 21, 21,24. 
Now if they ere for the obſervation of thoſe things that were but ſha- 
dows, there 15 no dobut bur they were very ſtri& for the obſervation of 
the Sabbath ; and if there were ſuch offence taken againſt Paw! for 
preaching againſt Circumciſion & the Cuſtoms, we need not queſtion if 
the Sabbath had been preached againſt,but we ſhould have hearda great 
noiſe of 1t 1n the Scriptures, and ſeen ſtrong convincing reaſons Why it 
was aboliſhed ; and it 1s as clear that the Apoſtles kept the Sabbath 
fince the Reſurre&ion of Chriſt as-before. Paul went into the Synagogue 
6n the Sabbath day and ſate down,and after the reading of the Law,preach'd 
the Goſpel, Acts. 13, 14,15, and told them of the ignorance of thoſe that 
dwelt at Feruſalem ; of the woice of the Prophets which were read every 
Sabbath day,verſ.27. and the Gentiles beſought, him that theſe words might 
be taught tothem the next Sabbath, verſ, 4.2. And the next Sabbath came 
almoſt the whele City together to hear the word of God, vetſ.44.. So that its 
clear that the Sabbath was Pauls reſting-day and preaching-day both 
to the Jews and Gentiles, that being the day that the Gentiles uſed to 
hear ; and though they had a defire to hear the ſame words again, yet 
it muſt be nexr Sabbath ; and Pau! fulfils their deſire and preaches to 
them the next Sabbath, and almoſt the whole City came to hear, Can 
- we think that if there had been no Sabbath,that Paul would have coun- 
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them, and wrought, for by their occupation they were Tentmakers, aud 3 
he reaſoned in the Synagogue every Sabbath day, and perſwaded the Jews aud i 
Greeks, As. 18. 2,3,4. Sothat its manifeſt that the Greeks kept the ”. 
Sabbath as well as the Jews, and that though Pax! vroight ar his trade 
and made Tents, yet he reſted every Sabbath day ; and as we have an 
account how he ſpent his time, namely in working at his trade, ſo.ve 
have an account how he ſpent his time, to wit the Sabbath. Now if it 
be ſuch a ſtrong argument for the obſervation of the firſt day, becauſe 
Paul preached upon it once ; what is this for the obſervation of the ſe- 
venth day, that Paul did not only preach conſtantly upon it, but where 
ever the Spirit ſpeaks of it he calls it the Sabbath day, Without the leaſt 
” hint that ſo he did to condeſcend to the weakneſs of others, And let it 
be (hewed by the Scripture that the Apoſtles did countenance and own 
any ſhadow that was done away,. ſo as they owned and countenanced 
the keeping of the Sabbath ; and therefore we may follow the Apoſtles 
as they. followed the Lord in- this matter, though we have no expreſs 
word that the Churches kept-it. And indeed I think-I may ſay in this 
caſe, as the Apoſtle ſaid in another caſe, that it would have been ſuper- 
fluous for the Apoſtles to have told any people in their time that ſuch. 
or ſuch a Church kept the Sabbath ; it being a truth not ſo much as que 
Rioned that we hear of, but Jew and Gentiles both obſerved it. Bur 
+ nov I ceaſe anſwering objeRions, having ſpoke to thoſe that are the 
moſt material of them that I have heard,.and I hall proceed .to.ano+ 
ther ground, - | 
8. Confider the bondage and ſlavery that. both man and beaſt would 
be in if this doctrine were received for truth ; would it not now hows 
ever have this tendency,to bring the world more into Atheiſme ? For 
- men would not-allow-themſelves nor ſervants time to reſt in, nor:to 
hear the word of God, if they were perſwaded that there wers:no Sab- 
bath ;. yea, and the greateſt part of Saints are left to the mercyof mer- 
cileſs men, moſt of them-being children and wives and ſ(ervants;::znd 
they cannot challenge a day in ſeven, nor a day in ſeventy, -agtheir 
right to reſt upon, . and to worſhip the Lord in from any command of 
God, if this dotine be true that the: Sabbath-is aboliſht ; And what-is | 
this but to bring a yoke of bondage upon us,that neither we nor our fa- W 
thers Were able to bear ?- we ſhould not ſo much as take notice. of the 4 | 


time how 1t goes in probability, for the way of numbering. is by ſe« 

id Vens, : 2 . | : | | 

# - - But ſomewill ſay zt zs good to obſerve one day in ſeven, though it be nit: a 
conſtant day, That will be confeſſed, for one to obſerve one day, and.a- 

| other to obſerveanother day ; others are for'a ſeventh day:tobe.con- + | 
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—_— The Seventh day 15 the Sabbath. 


{tantly obſerved : but why notthe {eventh day which God hath com- 


manded ? for the ſeventh day is the Sabbath, Ir plainly appears that 


there is ſomething of the Table-Law yet upon the Table of the hearts. 


of moſt men, though much worn out by much tranſercſſfion ; for men 
oenerally plead to have one day in ſevento reli in, and yet becauſe of 
cultom2 they contend againſt this Holy Juſl Law of God, that was 
made in mercy forman. I am perſwaded in my very:heart, and that 
not Without good ground, that if the ſeventh day had been obſerved as 
the firſt day 1s, that no man that owns the Scripture would have quetti- 
oned whether it ought to be obſerved or no?. or at leaſt no oppolition 
would have been made againlt it; and when all is ſaid, cuſtom. and 
worldly intereſt are the two great. things that Rand in oppoſition to it. 

9. And laſtly, Conſider thoſe great and precious promiſes made to 
them that keep the Sabbath according to the inſide and ſpirituality of 
it ; not that we areſo to ſpizitualizeit as to make void the letter, but 
according to the letter as Chriſt doth - for inftance, Ye have heard;{aith 
Chriſt, it hath been (aid.of old.r1me, T hou ſhalt not commit Adultery z but 


I ſay unto you, whoſoever looketh 6n ar women and Int:th after her, hath com- 


mitted Adultery with her in his heart, Mat.5.,28, Now if it be Adultery 
to luſt doubtleſs it is to a, and this 1s forbidden in the Command- 


 ment,.for the Commandment is, Tho# ſhalt uot commut Adultery , but 


Chiiſkt unfolds this Commandment, and gives ſuch a ſence of it as the 
Scribes and Phariſees underſtood not. Again, the fixth Commandment 
iS, ' Thou ſhalt do no Murther ; and Fohn (ſaith, whoſoever hateth bis bro- 


ther 1s a Murderer, 1. John. 3.15. Now all Murther was forbiden in 


the Command ; but this was not underſtood to be Murther, but Foh 0- 
pens the ſpirituality of the Command: and the ſame may be ſaid of the 
fourth Command, Remember the Sabbath to keep it Holy; all ſeryile work 
is forbiden in it, and that the Phariſees underſtood ; but they did not 
underſtand that works of mercy, as curing the ſick, healing the diſeaſ- 


_ed,; might be done upon it : neitherdid they underſtand that inward 


and ſpiritual reſt that was held out in the Command, as appears by the 
words of the Lord, Iſs. 58. 13,14, If thou turn away thy foot from the 
Sabbath, from doing thy pleaſure upon my Holy day, and call the Sabbath a 
delight, the Holy of the Lord honourable, and fhalt honour him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleaſure,nor ſpeaking thine own words. 
So that the Saints are not only to ceaſe from outward work in their cal- 


lings, but alſo from works that are inward.and ſpiritually wicked, that 


{o the Sabbath might be a delight unto them, the Holy of the Lord ho- 


nourable. And mark the promiſe. that is to ſuch Sabbath-keepers, verſ: | 


14. Then ſhalt chou delight thy ſelf in the Lord, and I mill cauſe thee toride 
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The Seventh day is the Sabbad'. ft 
#pon the bigh places of the earth, and will feed thee with the heritage of Fa- 
cob thy father, for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 1, Futit, they ſhall 
delight themſelves in the Lord, and that will make the Sabbath a de- 
light, Secondly, they (hall ride upon the high places of the earth ; the 
high places of the earth holds forth (as I conceive) the great oppoſi- 
tion whether of great and mighty men, or great walled Cityes, accord- 
ing to that in Dent.1,28, it hath an alluſion to ſrae!s ſubduing the land 
of Canaan, Dent.32,13- Thou ſhalt ride upon them, that is,ſubdue and 
conquer them, as P{/al;45.4. Pſal. 66.12, They ſhall tread upon their 
high places: as in Dent. 33. 39. They ſhall be as aſhes under the ſoles of 
their feet, Mal.4. 34 Now when did the Lords people do ſuch work as 
thisfince this propheſie ? or is it not yet to be fulfilled ?- | 
Again, conſider what the Lord ſaith, /ſa.56.6,7. Alſo the ſons of the 
ftranger that joyu themſelves to the Lord to ſerve him, and to love the name 
of the Lord to be his ſervants, every one that keepeth the Sabbathfrom pollu- 
ting it, and taketh hold -of ny Covenant, even them will I bring to my Holy 
Mountain, and make them joyful in my houſe of Prayer ; ther burnt-offe - 
rings and their ſacrifices ſhall be accepted upon mine Altar, . for mine hoſe 
ſhall be called an houſe of Prayer for all people, By the ſons of the tran 
gersI underſtand is here meant Gentiles, who were ſtrangers to the 
Commaon-wealth of Iſrael and afar off, but now made nigh. by the 
blood of Chriſt, and ſo they joyn themſelves to'the Lord and ſerve 
him, and lovg the Name of the Lord'; theſe are ſuth: as keep the Sab- 


. bath, and take hold of Gods Covenant, and it is ſuch a Sabbath as may 


DH Cant wheriferer pad y hore as wire earn ſeg... Þ 


be polluted, and therefore not Chriſt, as ſome would have it ; now the 


promiſes that are made to theſe ſixangers, do look at clear Goſpel- 
timeg, --- | £4 oy EE SITES | 
They ſhall be brought into Gods Holy: Mountain and there bemac 
joyful, when its ſo mountainous that 1ts the houſe of prayer for afkPeo+ © 
ple, or for all Nations, as Chriſt ſaith Mar. 11.17, 1/a. 56 $: om. 
in verſ.2, Bleſſed i the man that doth this, aud the ſon of man that layat. 
hold on it, that keepeth the Sabbath from pollutin it, and keepeth his bated 
fran doing any evil; thus ſaith the Lord unto the Eunuches that keep my 
Sabbath, and chuſe the things that pleaſe me, and takg bold on my Covenant, 
even unto them will I give in my houſe a nanit: aud a place better then of ſons 
and daughters; I'will give them an everlaſting name that ſhall not be cut 


off, verſ. 2,4,5. The Eunuches are ſuch as care for things that pleaſe 


the Lord, when the married cares for the things that pleaſe his wife, 


J xCor,7,32,33, or according to:that in Rev,"14-4, Theſe are they that 


Were not defiled with women, for they ave Virgins ;- theſe are they that fol- 
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” The Seventh day is the Sabbath, 


it 1s old its the ſong of Moſes the ſervant of God, and the ſong of the-Lamb, 
Rev.15.3. And wnen tivo parts-ſhall be cur off and dye, Zech, 13.8. 
the Eunuches that keep the Sabbath ſhall have an everlaſting name, _ 
which (hall not be cur off, 

Now let us not think it incredible that the Sabbath ſhould be yet in 
force, becauſe it hath been ſo long laid by ;- it hath been ſo with other 
truths, andſo with this before now; 1t ſeemed-to be ſo out of know- 
ledge with Iſrael in the wilderneſs, that when the people had gathered 
twice as much Manna on the ſixth day, they did not underſtand the 
meaning of it,but the Nobles came and:told Moſes, Exod, 16,22.and 
Moſes told them the thing that the Lord had ſaid, that to morrow was 
the reſt of the Holy Sabbath : Andalſoafter their coming out of Baby- 
lon, when they had built the houſe of God' and ſet it in order, placing 
the Prieſts and Levites, and had choſen faithful men to diſtribute the 
maintainance to their brethren, Neh.13.10,13., Ina word, their Re- 
formation was much about the light of ours, and is confefled by the 
enlightened that it Was a Type of this Reformation that the Lord hath 
begun amongſt us in theſe Iſles, namely in ringing his people out of 
Babylon, and building up of Sox ; and indeed as their fins and ours 
are alike in many things, ſo in this, namely, in breaking the fourth 
Commandment ; for Nehemiah (aith in chap. 13.15. That in thoſe days 
be ſaw in Fudah ſome treading Wine-preſſes on the Sabbath, and lading of 
Aſſes,and bringing of S heaves, as alſe o Wine, Grapes aud Figs, and all man- 
ner of burthens which they brought to Jeruſalem upon the Sabbath day, 
and be teſtified againſt themin the day wherein they ſold vittuals, Not- 
withſtandins all the Reformation,yet this was ſeen in J#dah,they had 
layed by the obſervation of the Sabbath, and had made it a common 
working Market-day,as you may ſee at large in that Chap. ' Ic was not 
in vain therefore that the Lord (aid, Remember the Sabbath, he foreſee- 
inghow it would be lighted and forgotten, not only by thoſe that were 
ought out of literal Babylon, bur alſo by thoſe that ſhould bg brought. 
dult bf ſpiritual Babylox in the latter dayes: but when the day of the 

Lord butns.as an oven, it will be remembred to ſome purpoſe, Mal cg. 
4, In the mean time the Loxd.is Rirring up ſome of his poor babes and. 
ſucklings, ſuch he is pleaſed. uſally to diſcover truth unto at the firſt. 
breaking out of it, and- they are to contend for.it though in much. 
weakneſs. | ES, | , = | __ i 
* But a word to the beginning and ending of the Sabbath, There are 
- various apprehenſions about it, Which-for brevity fake ] (hall omit ;. 
the Scriptute is pin, that from evening+to evening; "is the ſet time : _ 
- or from the goins.down 6Ethe Suns: to the going down of Fae Sun-7this 


- , - Gs f "I 
\ - hd 2 * FS 1 . 
jy #>v 6 TA, « y : : +4 4 p \ d X R $3 Ps of 
: % as 6 fo COPE FF : WP 20 EIT oO Sy "X. ""_ 
s , , "-" £ " abi 1% bv , v 4 og "> 


YT ; , > 4 > MY Wo” EY F. F7.f Li v 
Wy ' F Ta, © CT AE w þ Ll g _ % | 
« i , p X 4 fi 3 bs” F: 
i IR [ 3 \ 7 . 4 1 p 


» = 6; 
Fl 
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1s clear from the beginning, Gen,r.q5. The evening and the morring was 
the firit day : evening and morning make a compleat natural day ; and 
| the evening goeth before the morning, becauſe the darkneſs was be- 
1 fore the light, verſ,1,2,3, 

: Obj But ſome will ſay, /: # not [aid the evening and the Mor mng was 
the ſeventh day.  - 

Anſw, If the evening and the morning be the fixth day,the evening © | 
and the morning muſt needs be the ſeventh .day, unleſs we (ſhould 1 
think that the ſeventh day hath no night belonging to it ; ſome think 
f that the reaſon why no mention is made of the evening of the ſeventh 
4 day, is, becauſe the Sabbath is a day of joy and delight, or an earneſt 
X of the new Fer»ſalem-ſtate, wherein ſhall be no night, Rev. 21, 25. 

Night doth frequently in the Scripture hold forth a ttate of affliction, 

but the Sabbath is a holy ſanGtified time, on it the Creatour reſted and 

was refreſhed, and commanded the obſervation of it,that his creatures 
might be refreſhed. ny 

Nehbemah's practiſe 1s ſufficient proof for the beginning of the Sab- 
bath at evening, Chapter 13.19 who when the gates of Feruſalew began 

to be dark, he Commanded them to be (hur till after the Sabbath. 

And if you would know when the evening begins, the Evengelift doth 

inform you, Mark, I. 32, Atevenwhen the Sun did ſet they brought 
" unto him all that were diſeaſed ; when the Sun doth ſet then begins the | 
evening, then begins the Holy Reſt or Seventh-day-Sabbath ; and * + © } 
ſo the Diſciples of Chriſt began the Sabbath, and ſo the Lords ancient 
People celebrate the Sabbath unto this day. Ee 

But what confuſion are they in who. ſay the Sabbath was changed 
from the ſeventh day to the firſt day, and yet obſerve neither, but part 
of the firſt day and part of. the ſecond ; for they begin their Sabbath 
at midnight when a geod part of the firlt day is ſpent, and they endat 
midnight, when a good part of theſecond day is ſpent, and yet they 
will have this to be a Sabbath, yea and a firlt-day-Sabbath, and will 
highly charge a man to be an offender if he work-cne hour upon the - 
firſt day, though themſelves work five ; and thus we ſee how Anti- 
chriſt hath changed Times as well as Laivs, Dan.7.2S, a firſt. day-Sab- 
bath in ſtead of the ſcventh-day. Sabbath, infiead of from evening to 
evening, from midnight to miduight, When moſt are falt aſleep, being 
inſertible of the beginning of their Sabbath, or of the ending of it. 

But blefled be the Lord that he hath revealed this his ancient, 
nſeful,. honatable truth, to wit, the Holy Seventh-day-Sabbath, not- 
wichtandiogaH the inventions of Antichrilt to bury it in obliwion,. 

and that he 18 pleaſed to ſeparate a Remnant, that ate reſolved to 
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* The Seventh day is the Sabbath, 
ſearch and try their ways, and to turn unto him, to follow him in the 
wayes of his Precepts, (notwithſtanding the Dragon's wrath) who will 
not take things upon truſt, nor go upon the legs of men, but will try 
all things, and hold faſt that which is good ; for they are Virgins, and 
the Lamb they will follow, thongh their company be ſmall and their 
charges great : They will not be afraid of the Sabbath becauſe it was 
oiven to the Jews, no more than they are afraid of the Adoption,and the 


Glory and the Promiſes, and the other nine lively Oracles, which were 


all given to the Jews, Kom.9-4. And this I may modeſfily ſay to the 
praiſe of the Lord of the Sabbath,' and without boaſting, That if the | 
Saints did know how the Lord delights to meet with his People in this 
way of obedience in celebrating the Sabbath, they would ſoon call the 
Sabbath a delight, the Holy of the Lord honourable, and honour him by 
ceaſing from their own works as God did from his, and do thoſe works 
which ate ſuitable for: the bleſſed ſeaſon, But I-ſhall ſay no more at 


. preſent ſave only this, that who-ever they are that would follow the 


Lord in this Appointment of his, they muſt labour much in the 
ſtrength of his Spirit to get this World under them ; for it ſtands in 
dire& oppoſition to earthly men, and earthly principles ; therefore 
pray with the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 119, 36. Incline mine heart unto thy Te- 


ftumones, and not to Covetouſneſs. 


